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Houſe of Lords, 855 


HE Right Reverend Father in God, 
the Ld Biſhop of Oxford, was pleas d 
to initiate dis Diſcourſe in the 


ö Houſe of Lords, by ſhewing, that 
ſome of the B;ſhops were neceſſarily call'd up, 
by Words which fell from the Noble Lord, 
who was the Third that ſpoke in the Debate, 
A2 _ relating 


1 a A 
T 3 


relating to Dr. Henry Sacheverells being Guil- 
tyor Not Guilty of the High Crimesand Miſ- 
demeanours of which he was impeach'd by 


the Commons, and was then upon his Tryal *' 


before that Auguft Affembly, the Houſe of 
ords, the Supreme Court of judieature in 
reat-Britain. What that" oble Lord Fed, | 
that ſo neceffarily occaſion d this Biſtop'sF16- 
rid Speech, he is not pleas d to oblige us with, 
any farther, than that he mention d, among | 
other Things... Biſhops voting. contrary to their | 
Doctriner: To which the Biſhop of Oxford's | 
Speech ſeems to be an Anſwer; and is, in- 
eed, ſo Artfully Tapt up in general Terms, 
Binuendo't, foreign Conjectures and Conclu- 
flons, that as Things now go, it might ſerve 
for an Anſwer to any thing ſaid or writ 
upon this Occaſion. It's hard to divine 
which ſide of the Queſtion his Lordſhip moſt 
heartily eſpouſes; for not only the whole 
Air of his Speech, but almoſt every Line of 
it. is Occaſional, whether it treats of Paſſive 


ſes Cinch, Ancient Dotrine of the Chri- 


ſtiſen Church, or the nem Whine for reſiſting 
Authority for Conſcience and Peace Sake. And 
this, the Biſhop ſays, he does with all ima- 
ginable Deference and Reſpect to his . 
ou Auditory : Tho' others think the Con- 
trary, and that he was a little too ſarcaſtical 
Jor a Biſhop, in ſaying, that the Noble Lora 
t hat ſpoke before him, mention'd, among 
other Strange Things ; which, in the common 

1 Acceptation, 


2 * 1 , a > 


90 an 0 : 1 8 
ne 326, eee 
Acceptation, looks a little awkardly, for 4 


Man of Quality to be (aid: to mention Strange — 


Things z which, every one knows, Bas But a 
very coarſe and. ſuſpicious. Meaning * Tho 


uch Biſhops, 4s vote contrary to their Dockrin 2 
to be very Strange Things indeed, unknown to 
former Ages, tho? in ours, too true to be 

made aJelt e e inr... 1 .- WaEEs 
In the ſame Paragraph allo, methinks the 
Biſhop leans a little too hard upon Pr. $4- 
cbeverells Council, in ſaying, the Opinions 
of ſeveral Reverend Prelates were read in 


* 


Weſtminſter Flall, by bis Council's Order, in 


| ſuch a partial and unfair Manner, that if bis 

Lordſhip might be allom'd to uſe any other Au- 
thor in the, ſame way, to take a naked Propoji- 
tion out of his Book, and not conſider. the Co- 


herence or Dependence of the Words, the Biſhop 


would undertake to make any Author ſpeak on 


which ſide the Queſtion he plear'd, I dare not, 


in good Manners, ſay, that my Lord of Ox- 
ford is very partial in repreſenting ſome of 
| the Biſhops Opinions, 28 taken in naked Pro- 
poſition, without conſidering the Coherence 
or Dependence of the Words ; Far be ſuch 
a rude Thought from me, who unfeignedly 


reverence. the Sacred Office of a Biſhop; 
but with due Submiſſion, I beg leave to ask 


his Lordſhip, if he has not found in the 


Printed Works of ſome of thoſe Biſhops, whom 


be ſo ſmoothly endeavours to excuſe, not 
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only naked Propofii tions, but entire Para- 
D graphs and whole Sermons, ſtrenuouſly a- 
| ſerting the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience 
and Non. Reſiſtance, in their utmoſt Extent, 
without any Reſtriction or Limitation. If 
his. Lordſhip ſays, he has encounter'd ſuch 
Diſcourſes in his Reading, then it's no Slar- 
der or Want of Charity to ſay, Ti t ſome 
Biſhops have voted againſt their own Doctrine. 
And if his Lordſhip ſays, he never met with 
ſuch wild Poſitions, as now they are mo- 
diſhly _call'd, if he pleaſes to look into the 
Hiſtory of Paſſr ve Obedience, he will find 'em 
in no inconſiderable Numbers ; eaſy to quar- 
rel at, but difficult to anſwer. What relates 
to the juſt and fair Dealing of the Ma- 
ragers be the Houſe of Commons, as our 
Biſhop is pleas d to phraſe it, will be an- 
ſwer 'd in another Place. | 1 

Then his Lordfhip proceeds to reconcile A 
the Vote which he intended to give, with 


what has been always his Opinion in this 


Matter of great Conſequence and great Ni- 
cety, then under Debate, in which his Lord- 

{hip, if he had thought fit, might have ſav'd 
Himſelf the Trouble: for, I find none of 

the truly Loyal Party, "that entertain the leaſt 
diſreſpedtfal Thought of any that are ſteady 
and conſtant in their Opinions, tho? poſſibly 
they may have imbib'd wrong Notions, tho' 
they are piqu'd to the laſt Degree of Hor- 


tour and Amazement, againſt ſome luke- warm 
ik Has 1 


(3) 


chang BA 5 Prelates, that vary their Opinions 
a, all the Points of the Compaſs, as the 
Gale of Profit or Hope of Preferment blows ;z 
and may be juſtly ſaid to have aſſerted 4 
Dockrine in their Writings, which, without 
Remorſe, they have contradicted in their 
Practice; which is able to ſhock and'ftagger 
every Senſe about one: For, if the Shepherd; | 
err, what will become of theif Hoc, 2 It 
the Oaks bend and totter, hat can we expect | 
but that the Shrubs, by fuch Examples, muſt 
fall from their own Stedfaſtneſs ? If Prelates 
ſerve Turns and Times, how ſhall the Weak, 
Unſtable, and Unlearned know when they 
are in the Right? What follows, being 11 

an ingenious, well- worded Compliment, | 
to himſelf, and then to the reſt of the Lords ; 
I ſhall wave it, without being impertinently 


5 troubleſome to my Reader, in tiring him with 


Trifles; and now follow my Spiritual Guide, 
in what either tends to Conviction, Edifica- 
tion or Confirmation, which ought to be the 
End of all Controverſies, ef} pecially in Di- 
vinity. 
Now, our learned Biſhop, in ſtating the 
Queſtion, I preſume about Reſiſtance and Now- 
Reſiſtance, tho? he does not mention them, is 
P leas'd to lay down Two Premiſſes. Firſt, 
That Government in General was, in its Origi- 
wal Inſtitution, defign d for the Good of the 
whole Body, &c. Which I as freely grant his 
Lordſhip, 2s he can ask it; but fince he is 
pleas d 
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pleas d to "We 725 the ore Pes. 1 


He, and we live in an Age, wherein m 15 En: 
dea vours are em Joy to ſet up a. Monſtrous 
Body without a or, at jell. above the 

vix. The 1 70 A 440M the Kine. or Queen; 5 


and that one of his Lordſhip's ne 


2. J. taken from a Perſon that he is pleas 


to di nify with the Title of 4 great Politician 4 


and Stateſmam (tho Pribaps.by his Lordſhir' S 


BATON, Q 1 12 ſo Fa of the 
71 in 1 


well as the Body? Viz. the Monarch as l A 
as:the,Po e If ſo, we ate both agreed 


thus far; but then how to xeconcile the 
= "of Rept A if for the 18 8 
pineſs and Safety, if former woful Ex- 
may be credited, is ſo full of Diff 
t the Queſtion or Doubt will, I tear, 
rl undecided, unleſs Men can be per: 
ad: into a Belief, that Crown'd Heads 


ty; 


ka TS .,;0p 


hes flouriſh by Sehi/zzs. and Fackiont. 
The ſecond thing premis d hy, our Righ 
Reverend Biſhop, is; Lhat in the. Holy. ore 
. far as he can find) there js no Sper 
cification of any one particular 7 50 of Govern- 
ant, to which all 1 Pl and. Fore, of Men, 
in of Sims, and Laces ought 10 be SubjeF.; 3 
nur 
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nor are there ſuch exact Accounts of the Extent 
of the Power of the Governour, or Obedience 
and Submiſſion of the Governed'; as may reach 
to all Caſes that may poſſibly happen. 
It's generally ſaid, that all who want Scti- 
pture to prove their Principles, complain, 
tho' unjuſtly, that the Scriptures are defective, 
and, therefore, are forc'd to uſe Artifice 'to 
ſupport their Antiſcriptural Poſitions. The 
Popiſh Caſuiſts are juſtly © reproach'd , that 
they take a World of Pains, and waſte abun - 
dance of Time and Paper, not fo much to 
dieter Men from Sinning, as to teach tbem how 
Far they may ſin, and not be damn'd for it: And 
tho' there are too many hot-headed Fxrigſo's 
among ourſelves, that eagerly purſue both 
theſe unwarrantable Methods, to uphold the 
crazy Cauſe of a Party; yet I will not ſuggeſt 
that our Biſhop has any ſuch mean Defigns 
about him ; but being a Holy Man, deſpiſes 
em. Tho, at the ſame time, I admire, 
that he can find no Specification of any par- 


ticular Form of Government in the Holy 


Scriptures; ſince from the latter End of 
the Books of Samuel, to the Book of Mala- 
chi, he can meet with no other Form of Go- 
vernment than that of Morzarchy. Nor, 
can I charge him with limiting the Extent 
of the Power of the Governour, or Obe- 
dience or Submiſſion of the Governed, as 
can reach to all Caſes that may poſſibly 
happen, ſince he is pleas d . 
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ful and Honeſt; And we, howſoever miſre- 
prefented by our Enemies, ask no more, nor 
deſire no leſs, let the Caſe happen how twill. 
Nor will any ſober Man find Fault with his 


Notion of the People's Obedience; ſince the 


Emaneelital Precepts he quotes, as Generals, 
are particular enough to ſatisfy any honeſt 


ſuch Limitations to the Former, as are Lam. 


Man's Conſcience. Let every Soul be Subjedt 


to:the Higher Powers : This, I think, is ver, 


Particular; for, where none are exempted, 
every individual Perſon is included, or the 


Word Every has no Signification. ' Again, 


Lai muſt needs be Subject, not only for Wrath, | 


but for Conſtience Sake. There is: the Reaſon 
of our Submiſſion, - Conſcience obliges us to 
it. Hie that re/iſts,refeſts the Ordinance of God ; 
Aud. ſubmit yourſelves to every humane Conſti- 
tution, &c. This alſo ſhews the Extent of 
the Governours Power, in as plain Words as 


it's poſſible to be expreſs'd in; which, me- 
thinks, ſnould ſilence all unneceſſary Diſputes 


about it. And here I muſt not omit doing 
his Lordſhip Juſtice, and ſaying, that in re- 
citing theſe Texts, he has acted like a good 
Biſhop, a great Part of whoſe Office it is, by 
a Scriptural Injunction, to put Men in Mind 
of being Subje&# to Principalities and Powers. 
But it ſeems, theſe Scriptures, in our Bi- 
ſhop's Opinion, do not tell us how far we 


ought to obey, which might be anſwer'd, by 


applying what is before ſaid-of me py 
101 | 4 2 5 
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| /vi/ts to his Lordſhip z but I forbear all pet · 


(<p 


hal Reflexions, and content myſelf, with 
Ving, We muſt obey in all things that are not 


2 


4 Sinful, Farther, the Biſhop ispleasdto ſay, 
that the Scriptures above-mention'd, do not 
neceſſarily imply that there can be any Caſes 


wherein we may not obey, but reſiſt; and cer» 


| tainly, the Biſhop was never more in the 
2 Right in his whole Life, and with all due 
Kelpect to his Lordſhip, I take leave to a- 


quaint him, that the New: Teſament is a2 


Stranger to tlie Doctrine of Reſting Princes, 
and he may wear out his *Goncortance aud 
Job's Patience i ſeeking ſuch à Text, but 
will never Nd onwwme. % aide 
Next, the Biſhop harangues 


againſt the 
zealous Contenders for the :Abſolnte Power 


of the Prince, and Unconditional submiſe 


ſion of the Subject, both which are equals 


ly groſs Miſtakes in relation: to our; Con 


of ſuch things in the moſt learned and judi- 
ctous Auditory in Enrope + For, the Britiſi 


is a mix'd Monarchy; the Prince lays no 
Claim to an Abſolute Authority. As fer un- 
conditional Obedience, there can be no ſuch 
thing in the World; no, not in France, 


Muſcovy, Tarky or Tartary ; For, Protection 
is the Condition of Obedience, granted by 
all Princes upon Earth, and claim d by theif 


People; and I know, no other Uſe of thoſe - 


Words, but to terrify weak Prople out of 


"D +. their 


that either broach it or believe them. Ihe 
Fifth Commandment, it's true, is expoun 


<6) 


their Senſes, and render others ridiculous, 


: 5 . 5 
a + 
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as comprehending Political, as well as Na- 


tural Parents, and from the Duty of Chil- 


dren to their Parents which is Univerſal e- | 
novugh, he ſays, according to ſome Men's rea- 
ſoning, it muſt follow, if Children mult ©- | 
bey their Parents in all things, then they | 


may reſiſt in none; and from thence infers, 
that if a mad or drunken Father has a Mind 


to kill his innocent Son, the Son is oblig'd, 
by the Duty of No#-Reſiſting, to ſtand ſtil! 
and let his Father cut his Throat, or ſheath 
his Sword in his Bowels. I hae read much | 
on the Subject of Non- Reſſtance, but never 


met with ſuch an Inſtance of it as this is. 1 


am of Opinion 'tis his Lordſhips own, and | 
may he have the Honour of Inventing 
it. Is it not a ſad thing, that Men, nay 


_ Chriſtians, cannot differ in Opinion from 


one another, but that they who think the | 
Current of the Times run on their Sides, 


muſt ridicule and expoſe the reſt as ſtupid 
Sots and Fools, that will tamely give up 
themſelves to be butcher'd by ſaperiour ty- 


rannical Powers; as if one could not be for 


Paſſive· Obedience, but he muſt alſo be in a 


Senſe a Self. Murderer, by not Reſiſting a De- 
ſtroyer: I know not how other Men may 


ſtand affected in ſuch a Caſe as this, but for 
my own part 1 believe, that if any King in 


Chri- 


. 
Cbriſtendom ſhould attempt to take away my 
Life, I ſnould endeavour by all the means 
that the Law of Nature, Self- Preſer vation, 
Strength or Courage ſhould put into my 
| Hands, to ſave my own Life, and ſpoil his 


>= | Frolick; and yet I am poſitively againſt Le- 
- vying War againſt, or Reſiſting my Prince, 
> | but upon extreme Neceſſity to ſave the King- 


dom from utter Ruin and Deſolation $- and 


& 
„ the whole States of the Nation, and not 
d private Perſons, to be Judges of that Ne- 
3 collity. is nin 1 20331 . 


No the Biſhop: begins to make an ob- 
liging Diſcovery of his Principles, and tells 
us plainly, that in all Governments there is 
an Abſolute Power lodg'd» ſomewhere. In 0 
England, as he humbly conceives, that Power A 
is lodg'd in the Legiſlature, for which he has 
the Authority of a great Politician and Statef- 
man, Sir Thomas Smith, who was Secretary 
of State to two Princes, King Edw. VI. and 
Queen Elizabeth; Who treating of our Par- 
liaments, ſays ; The moſt High and Abſolute 
Power of the Realm of England, conſiſteth in 
the Parliament; and gives this Inſtance of 
tha Power, that the Parliament gives Forms 
o Succeſſion to the Crown, The Biſhop would 
have done well, in order to prove Sir Tho- 
mas Smith ſo great a Politician and Stateſ- 
man, to tell us whether he ſhew'd it in ha- 
ſtening the Execution of the Duke of Somer- 
ſet, or that of Mary Queen of e 
N which 
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((122)) 
which he loſt-the Favour of Queen Eliza. 
beth ʒ tho, if dont miſtake, he has'gairrd 
that of the Biſhop of Oxford, for letting the 
Parliament above the Monarch, and inve- 
ſting them with the Power of giving Forms 
of Succeſſion to the Crown. Certainly, out 
Biſhop did not well conſider this Paragraph, 
or the Printer has abuſed him by — ſpu- 


rious Addition or Diminution to his Lord- 


ſhip's Copy: For, methinks it looks ſtrange. 


ly ima Biſhop; to aſſert, or countenance ſuch. 


an Aſſertion, as ſets up 'the Parliament above 


the Monarch. For he is Supreme over all 


Perſons and Eſtates. of the Realm; there 18 
no Order of his Subjects that have any Ju- 
riſdiction coæ vous with him, or underiv'd 
from him; and his Perſon is Sacred, Subject 


to no Court of Judicature. Now, if the 


moſt High and Abſolute Power of the King- 
dom conſiſts in the Parliament, all other 
Powers are Subordinate ; for there cannot 
be two moſt High and Abſolute Powers. Tis 


one of the moſt daring Expreſſions I have 


ever read in any Author, except that famous 
Fanatic Politician and Stateſman, the late 
John Iutebin of ſeditious Memory. Tis ue, 
I have heard of a Coordinate Power in the 
Parliament, but never before of an Abſolute 
Power in them. The Lords and Common: 
have their Shares in making Laws with our 
Kings and Queens, who cannot make Laws 


without them, but they lay no Claim to an 


Abdo- 


9 


or Supremacy over all the Land, but rather 
formally diſclaim it: Upon all Occaſions 


both Houſes calling themſelves, her Majeſty's 


Moſt Dutiful and. Loyal Subject, even when 


aſſembled in Parliament. But I ſee, ſome 


Men, as Patrons of Reſiſtance, ſin againſt the 


Queen, as they do agaiuſt God, becauſe of 8 


her Patience, Forbearance, and Mero. 
Hlowever, our Biſhop, notwithſtanding 
what was ſaid in the foregoing Paragraph, 
is, in this, graciouſly pleas d to lodge the 
Executive Power in the Prince, and ſnew him- 
ſelf quite another Perſon in Principles, than 
he was in the former; for there he looł'd 
almoſt like a Patron of Reſiſtance, and here, 


as like an honeſt Paſſive- Obedience Prelate 
as. any of the Primitive Fathers, in theſe 


Prince ſo veſted with the Executive Power, and 


all others lawfully commiſſzon'd' by bim, acting 


according to their Commi(ſuon and within thoſe 


Lame, with the Execution whereof he and they 
are reſpectively truſted, are Arreſiſtibles The 
Perſon of the Prince is always inuiolable : Mo 


Perſonal Faults in him; no Injuries to partien- 


lar Perſons, where they can have no Nedreſs by 


Law, as in ſeveral Caſes they may have; no ge- 


neral Male-Adminiſtration, whereby the Pub- 
Tick may be greatly hurt, can juſtify any forcible 


Reſiſtance of bis Subjects, nor any thing leſs than 


a total Subverſion of the:Cenſtit utiom. Now, 
TNT” | excepting 
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(14) 
excepting two or three Words in Sells Para- 
| ph, that, in my Opinion, want a little 
farbiſhing or explaining, I know nothing 
that could have been better or more fully 
urg d on Behalf of Paſſive Obedience and Non- 
| Reſpftance, the Glimmerings whereof, I fee, 
will appear in every tender Conſcience, mau-, 
gre all Oppoſition and Intereſt. | 
But our Reverend Biſhop, I perceive, is 
not always in the ſame Mind, for tho juſt 
now, almoſt in the ſame Breath, his Diſcourſe 
was level'd directly againſt thoſe that oppoſe 
the Doctrine of Obedience, and all thro' 
one entire Confutation of the Doctrine of 
Reſiſtance; yet in the next Paragraph he 
ſhifts the Scene, and tells you, that if in a 
Limited Monarchy, the Prince ſhall change 
the Form of Government into Hraum, and 
et up Arbitrary Power inſtead of Law; if 
then the Noble: and Commons join together in 
Defence of their Ancient Conſtitution, the 
Biſhop cannot call them Rebels - Nor do 1 
find Fault with what his Lordſhip has here 
incuicated upon this Head; tho I could 
heartily wifh, he, and all others of that Sa- 
cred Order, would be more conſtant to them- 
ſelves, and plainly diſcover whether they are 
Hot or Cold, and not give the Weak Occafion 
to lament and complain as they do, that thoſe | 
Men who ought to be the Rules of others | 
AGions,are guilty of unaccountable Variations 
in their own Opinions. 


Now, 


* 


(Lo, 
Now, in Confirmation of one of his Lord; 
ſhip's Principles 5) for, if I dont miſtake, he 
has two upon Occafion, and as many Ways 
to defend them z he tells us, that the Aſi 
ſtance which, Queen Elizabeth; King James, 
and King Charles I. gave to the Subjects of 
other Countries, that were 2cliſting their te, 
ſpective Princes, is an Argument that . Reſi- 
ſtance was lawful ; for they would never 
have given them Voluntary Contributions, 
if they had thought it was damnable Rebellion 
in them to reſiſt, This is one of Dr. Weſe's 
Arguments to ſepport Rebellion, and a very 
feeble one it is, as the Biſhop of Oxford con: 
feſſes, in ſaying it does not directly prore 
what he has averrd to be true: Nay, with 
his Lordſhip's Favour, it proves nothing at 
all; for he that takes the Meaſures of Princes 
Neligious Principles from their Pol Stra- 
tagems, who often, like Watermen, look one 
Way and row another, will not fail of being 
in the Wrong; and, therefore, I leave all 
his Exageerations,; and Palliatious, to be re- 
cancil'd by the Author of them. 
Another Authority the Biſhop produces, 
to ſupport the dangerous Doctrine of Reſi- 
ſtance, is a Book ſaid to be written by Dr. Bil- 
Jon, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
entitul'd, Ihe true Difference between Chriſtian 
Subjection and. -Unchriſtian Rebellion, x. And : 
what does all this ſignify, but to ſhew us 
that Doctor's private e it 12 
n 8 a "if E, 
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be, if thro ly examin d. would have no more 
Weight iti it, than, ſome ſay, my Lord ef 
Oxford's Speech had in the Hotſe of Lords3 
We are not contending about Mens Private 
Opinions, which we find, to our own Grief, 
and the Scandal of ſome others, are of one 
Opinion i in one Reign, and of another in the 
next: But about a Religious Duty, wherein 
nothing leſs than our Souls are concern'd, 
and; therefore, expect authentick Proofs, pro- 
portionable to the Importance of the Subject, 
and not Mens Opinions, as changeable as Ca- 
ueliont in Colours. The whole Current of 
the New Teſtament is for Obedience to 
Princes, as an indiſpenſable Duty; the Bi. 
ſhop himſelf has quoted ſome Texts out of 
it, 5 that purpoſe; now, let him but 
anſwer himſelf in what he has advanc d at 
the Bottom of pag. 5. and the Beginning of 
p. 6. Or but produce one ſengle Text out of 
the New Teſtament, that but conſequenti- 
ally ſpeaks in Favour of this Doctrine of Re- 
Aſtance, or any thing like it; and Ill give up 
the Queſtion for ever; but till that is done, 
the Loyaliſts will maintain their Ground, 
and not quit an Ancient Orthodox Truth, for 
an upſtart Heterodox Whimſey. © 

But I find, the Biſhop would fain careſs 
us into his Party; 200 to that end, is But- 
tering us on all Sides, either to render us 
"more Pliable, or to make us more fit for 
Roaſting, at at” the next t Occaſion for a Sacri- 


fee. 


fice. He ſays, he has other Authorities, not 
from falſe Sons or perfidious Prelates the 
urch; not from Mos of Fa#tions, Antimonar- 
chical Principles, in relation to the State; but 
Venerable Names and Ornaments to the Ages 
they liv'd in: But prudently conceals their 
Names, leſt we ſhould know em. This be- 
ing a, Back: ſtroke againſt Dr. Sachev 22 7 
was preparing to accommodate my Re d | 
with the true Hiſtory of that Affair ; 
ſince my Lord Biſhop, for very good Rea» 
ſons, is pleas'd to wave it; I ſhall, follow 


Ly 


his Example, and keep it in Reſerve for the 
next obliging Speech- Mater. 
Next, to do the Right Reverend Prelate 
Juſtice, he has trouV'd with as fair and inex- 
cCeptionable a. Bait, as any in his Fiſhiog- 
Box; the Reverend Dr. Francis Atterbury, 
Dean of Carliſie; but, God wot, to very little 
urpoſe ; for after the Biſhop has quoted his 
iri boni & graves, &c, in Anſwer to the 
Queſtion, whether it may not be lawful, in ſome. 
Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, for the People to re- 
ſit? be adds, that this Excellent Author 
does not oblige us with his own Opinion, 
and truly, it was needleſs : For, it's well e- 
nough known already, as a Man of Probity 
and Judgment, a zealous Aſſerter of the 
Rights of Princes, and a Repreſſer of Po- 
ular Licence; whoſe Name, with other 
enerable, Steady Eccleſiaſticks, ſome dead, 
and ſome alive, will be had in Everlaſting Re- 
CO MS OO nenn, 
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membrance, white the Memory of all Time 


and Turn-Servers will be forgotten. 
_ Having now done with his Lordſhip's Au- 


thorities C in the next place, he takes almoſt. 
tofinitePains toſhew his own, in haranguing 


pon over-warn Topicks, as if the Weight 


- 


of bis Speech, mthibſt'be taken from the munch 


ime he employ'd in delivering it, rather 
than from any thing of infinite Value con- 
Bind init. One While be diſtinguiſhes be- 
kwWern Abſolute and Limited Government: 
Then ſhews the Difference between a Prince's 
governing arbitrarily without Law, and ar- 
bitrarily againſt Law: Betwixt having no 
Laws at all, and having precarious Laws ; 
On which myſterious Politicks, his Lordſhip 


Ah * 5 exerts all his Strength, and 


then becomes. [ eak and like another Mar. He 
hopes and believes, that there is a real Di. 


8 


Feten in Cqerament; but it appears by 


this genuine Conceſſion, that he is not cer: 
carr of it; nor that Reſſtayce will ruin the 
beſt Government in the Univerſe: ' He ſays, 
that we are blels'd with the beſt Form of Ou 
verument in the World. And, doubtleſs, his 
Lordſhip is in the Right. © We are a Free 
People, and tis Pity we ſhonld abuſe our 
Privileges, by exceeding the Bound of Sub- 
Alte by claiming more than conſiſts with our 
Allegiance ; or, like the Janizaries in Turky, 


under Pretence of Redreſſing Grievances, 
Pt aſc Reſſſtance, and ſecure to themſelves 


yaluable 
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valuable Profits, by murdering their Sultans 
and plundering peaceable Subjeds. * 
What wiſe and good Prince, ſays the Bi- 
ſhop, would not rather chooſe to reign over 
free Subjects, than tyrannize over Slaves? Fo 
which ſubjo in, what good Subjects, that 
peaceably 15 75 all the egi ak and Priviſe- 
ges of free-born Britains, under the Beſt of 
Queens, Would hazard their Dammatiou, loſs 
their Eſtates, ruin their Families, and taint 
their Poſterities, by eſponſing the Doctrine 
of Refiftance © Is not this Dying, by endea- 
vouring to to Better than Well? And are not 
thoſe wretched Politicians, that induſtriouſly 
oppoſe AbſolutePaſſive-Obedience, and Un- 
limited Non-Refiſtance, (which ſome Men 
think are but chimerical Deviations from the 
Golden Mean) with Non. Obedience, and Un- 
limited Reſiſtance, which is the natural Con- 
ſequence of diveſting the Prince of his Di- 
vine Right to Authority, Supremacy, and So- 
vereigny, and placing all Power in the Peq- 
ple, paramount to the Sovereign, in Wich 
ſome are now ſo very Copions and „ 
ant? All Evils increaſe by degrees, and pro-. 
ceed from Bad to Worſe, The Doctrine of 
Refeftance firſt ſtole into the World like a 
Thief, aſhan'd to ſhew its Head in the Face 
of Day: It was no ſooner known, than coun» 
0 by the See of Rome, and ave the 
Conclave Authority to deprive 'and murder 
Kings, After this, the Jefniter, and other 
Preaching 
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Preaching Orders, beginning to make them. 
felves Independent of the Conſiſtury, they 
ſoon dropt the Notion of a Damnatory Sen- 
tence, and plac d this Power wholly in the 
Subjects, without any ſuch Sentence from 
Rome, and fell into all thoſe Republican 
Doctrines ; and that it was lawful to il a 
Tyrant: That Kings were made by the Peo- 
ple, and had no Right but what the People 
gave them, ec. Where the Papiſts left off, 
there the old Fanatics began: They firſt 
inſtigated the People againſt their Princes, in 
Vertue of their atural Rights, of which O- 
pinion. were thoſe ſeven and twenty Here. 
Zicks that ſuffer'd in the Reign of Queen Eli. 
zabeth. But when the Saints got to be Up- 
permoſt, the Rights of the People were en- 
tirely forgotten, and all Power, by Divine 
Right, devolv'd to the Snods and Aſſemblies 
of the Brethren: And they ran the Presby+ 
terial Power as high as ever the Rowaniſts 
did the Papal ; nay, and in the very ſame 
Terms too. Nor did Parliaments eſcape bet. 
ter than Kings, for they declar'd it, that the 
© Aſembly is Independent of King and Parlia- 
ment. Afterward, a Worſe, but more Cun- 
ning Sort of Men, ſet Reſiſtance, viꝝx, Rebel - 
lion on the Foot of preſerving Lives and 
Liberties, Properties and Religion, from vi- 
ſible and eminent Ruin. Here à rational 
Man might poſſibly have expected a Stop; 
but Mr. Hoadley, one of the Champions of 
GEES 7 EKeſiſtance, 
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Reſiſtance; aſſerts it, not to*be-lawful'only, 
but a neceſſary Duty, to take up Arms againft 
the Prince for the publick Good. And now 
our zealous Contenders for Reſiſtance may 
ſee the Riſe and Progreſs of their Doctrine, 
from its Infancy, to theſe preſent times, and, 
if they pleaſe, may pay their Reſpects to 
their Founders and Benefactors, if they are 
not aſham'd of their Company, or to be 
reckon'd among Perfidious Popes, Carniferous 
Cardinals, Traiterous Jeſuites, and Rebellious 
The next Paragraph ſhews his Lordſhip's 
Zeal and Affection to the Britiſh Frame of 
Government; which, as I was carefully ex- 
amining, I was all of a ſudden ſurpriz d and 
aſtoniſh'd, with an Apparition or Spectrum, 
which the Magi call a Parent heſis, that almoſt 
frighted me out of two more Senſes than 
ever Nature gave me; For, tho it conſiſted 
of eleven Lines, could neither find, in relation 
to his Lorſhip's former Diſcourſe, either Be- 
ginning or Ending, Middle or Meaning, in 
it. The Words are theſe. [I ſay nothing of 
ourſelves, My Lords ; for as for us, whobdue 
the Happineſs to live under the Government: 'of 
the beſt of Princes that ever Heaven bleſyd'a 
Nation with ; for us, L ſay, were our Governmett 
41 Arbitrary as any in the Eaſt, yet I fhould 
thin our Rights, Liberties, and Properties, 
and whatever is moſt dear and valuable to us, 
as ſafe," if they depended entirely upon Her 
es 9 7 Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's gracious Mill, as they are nom they 
ure ſecur d to us by our Deas or ſtronger Fences, 


f they could be — How, ſaid 1? has 
his Lordſhip been all this while haranguing 
againſt Arbitrary Power, and now is com- 
Plimenting the Queen to be as Arbitramy as 
any Prince in the Eaſt, and yet thinks our 
Rights and Privileges as ſafe as now they 
ate ſecured to us by Laws]! The Reading 
this Stretch of Politicks chilbd my Blood; 1 
ery'd out, Lord; what 3s Man, that with the 
fame Breath can blow Hot and Cold, Saj and 
 Oxſay; and yet look as demure as a Saint? 
Under this Aſtoniſhment, I Was viſited by a 
Friend, to whom I communicated- my Un- 
eaſiueſs; who laugh d at me, ſaying the Print 
was falſe, and 4: would wonder indeed; when 
I ſaw the Words that were really ſpoken i in 
the Houſe, and Vere chang'd in the Print z 

which he immediately pull'd out of bis Poc- 

ket in Writing, and gave them me in theſe 
Words. 4 Tyrant(is the worſt of wild Beaſts, 
'but” ſuch war her | Majeſty's Goodneſs,» that be 
\conld\'be ple ac d ſhe was as Arbitrary as any 
Printe of the Eaſt. I neither invented, nor 
heard him ſpeak theſe Words, but can, if 
-requir'd,” produce him that will prove he 
ſpoke them: And then, with Reverence be it 
ſpoken, the Biſhop has committed a double 
Fault, firſt in ſpeaking them, and then im- 
poſing a falſe Copy upon the Publick. The 
ö «RY is bad enough; but the other, for the 
on Compariſon 
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Compariſon or Alluſion Sake, is almoſt un- 
Pardon l... ñß7ĩ7?« Ra} 
The Biſhop is ſarpriz'd; it ſeems, arid won- 
ders, that the Doctrine of Paſſzve-Obedience 
and No»-Reſiſtance, in the unlimited Extent 
in which ſome explain it, is ſo diligently 
inculcated, and ſo zealouſly preſs d at this 
time: And truly, I wonder as much at the 
Biſhop of Oxford's finding Fault with thoſe 
good Men that think it their Duty to do fo, 
whenever they ſee Occaſion to preſs it, (Bo- 
num, quo communius, eo melins) ſince the 
Biſhop himſelf acknowledges, That Paſſzve- 
Obedience, truly ſtated, is a- truly Chriſtian 
Duty, a perpetual Duty as to the Obliga- 
tion, but occaſional as to the Practice of it: 
So that it ſeems the Biſhop's: Conteſt is out 


of Doors, if the Doctrine be truly ſtated; 
and that we may have no more Diſpute about 
ſtating it, and to obviate ſuch Objections as 


the Patrons of Reſiſtance are always provided 
to raiſe againſt Obedient Subjects; tis fit his 
Lordſhip ſhould be pre advis'd, that all that 
eſpouſe the Doctrine of Paſſive- Obedience, as 
a perpetual Chriſtian Duty, are neither A- 


 theiſts, Papiſts, nor Jacobitet, as their Ene- 
mies are conſtantly repreſenting them, to 
render them odious to the Government; but 


Truly Loyal Subjects, and ſuch as own" no 
other Sovereign upon Earth, but our Ora- 
cious Queen ANNE, who juſtly poſſeſſes the 
Throne, and wears the Crown of England in 


her 


| 
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her own Hereditary Right, and are ready to ſpend 
their Blood and Eſtates in her Defence, againſt all 
and every Pretender to her Crown, and all that 
think or ſay, being her Subjects, that they have a 
Right to ve ſiſt and rebel againſt her; And that not- 
withſtanding, they hold Abſolute Paſſive - Obedi- 
ence, to be the Duty of Britiſh Subjects, agreeable 
to the Apſirive Law of God, the conſtant Doctrine of 
the Church as by Law eſtabliſh'd, and the Language 
of all our Statutes, made as well ſince the Revolution as 
before it; and at the ſame time allow, that in ' Caſes 
Where the utter Ruin of the Kingdom muſt other- 
wiſe unavoidably enſue, the Neceſty diſpenſes with 
the Duty, and Self. Preſervation takes Place before 
any other Law. = * "01 

And now, I beg the Biſhop's Leave to wonder too, 
in my Turn, that he ſhould ſee no Reaſon to preſs 
the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience at this time, ſince 


he cannot be unſenſible, that there are many Wretches 


among us, ſo abandon'd, fo loſt to all Senſe of Gra- 
titude, and every thing that is good, as by trum- 
pPeting aloud the Doctrine of Reſiſtance, would in- 
ſinuate, that our Gracious Queen has done, is do- 
ing, or intending to do, ſomething injurious to her 
Subjects: For the Noiſe they make, and the Duſt 
they raiſe, when there's no Occaſion, in the World 
for it, can ſignify nothing elſe. . Muſt not the An- 
tidote be as general as the Infection, and the Plaiſter 
as large as the Gangrene? Yes it mult, and for Son's 
Sake, good Men will not be ſilent, leſt they ſhould 
thereby ſeem to approve what they really abhor. 
Io hear Men of no Senſe, Generoſity, or Edu- 
cation, ſay that Preaching up Obedience is to pro- 
mote Tumults and Inſurrections, would be no great 
Wonder; for they, like Jack-Daws, only chatter 
what they are taught; but to hear Men of Honour 
and Learning talk at fo wild a Rate, and to prop 
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up a wicked Party, be the Authors of ſuch flat, 
down-right Non-ſenſe, can have no other Deſign, 
but to expoſe themſelves, or to corrupt others with 
ſuch practical Abſurdities, and jejune, empty, in- 
ſignificant Contradictions, as deſtroys the very Eſſence 
and Being of good Senſe and Reaſon. Nor muſt L 
leave the Biſhop here, ſince he is pleas d to inſinu- 
ate, (for he does not ſpeak expreſly) as if Paſſive- 
Obedience-Men were the Contrivers or Abettors 
of the late eobbiſh, Riotous, Rebellious Aſſem- 
blies, which is as great a Miſtake, as to accuſe em 
of a Plot to blow up the Thames, or ſtop. its Cur- 


rent; and if his Lordſhip would father the Brat 


on its proper Parent, he will be obliged to lay it at 
the Doors of the Republican Incendiaries; who, in 
Derogation to the Rights of the Crown, place. the 
Supreme Power in the People, which authorizes them 
to do whatever they have a mind to, whenſvever 
that giddy, deſtructive Tenet ſeizes their empty 
Noddles; and not upon thoſe that aſſert the utter Il- 
legality of Rebellion upon any pretence whatſoever. 
For, you cannot hinder them from believing them- 
ſelves to be a main Part of the People : And their 
Oppoſing her Majeſty's Guards, tho' intolerable, 
and open Rebellion, not to be defended or palliated, 
was, [ think, putting the Doctrine of Reſiſtance in- 
to Practice; and ſo much Noiſe would not have 
been made (I fear) about it by Reſiſters, but that 
the Republicans thought the Mob eſpous'd the wrong 
Party, which they little dreamt of; for, in other 
 Caſesof the like dreadful Nature, I have known 
*em commended, and at worlt ſtigmatiz'd with no 
harder Names than tolerab:les Ineptiæ, tolerable Foo- 
leries; which now, being their own Caſe, they ſay, 
merited the Gallows. „ 8 
You ſee the Miſchiefs that naturally follow the 


ſetting up Reſiſtance. I might now anſwer that fond, 
nnn. D * 9 8 ridiculous 
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ridiculons Objection, that Preaching the Doctrine 
of Nen-Reſiftance, is the way to flatter a Prince into 
Tyranny ; but I wave it, becauſe my Lord Biſhop is 
fo ſenſible of the Queen's Goedneſs, that he could be 
pleas d, if ſhe was as Arbitrary as any Prince in the 
Faſt ; and I will not put him out of Humour, leſt 
he ſhould fall into a Fitt of the Syleen, and talk again 
of Re(iſtance,. in the Reign of a Queen, that all good 
People allow to be one of the brighteſt Examples of 
Clemency, Piety, and Vertne, that ever ſhone up- 
on the Britiſh Throne. We have Scope enough 
without Servile Flattery, to do her Majeſty Right, 
and ourſelves too, by preaching vp a Peaceable and 
Chriſtian Temper, in Oppoſition to all thoſe that 
turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction. 
Whereſoever his Lordſhip finds any ſuch as di- 
fpute her Majeſty's Title to the Crown, refuſe to 
take the Oaths to her, or make an odious Parallel 

between the Caſe of Her Majeſty and the Pretender, 
and that of Athaliah and Joaſh, let him chaſtize em 
as ſeverely as he pleaſes ; we are out of Danger of 
being laſh'd, upon the firſt Score, becauſe we af⸗ 
firm, that beſides all other leg Qualifications, her 
Majeſty wears the Crown by her Hereditary Right, 
which ſome of the Aſſerters of Reſiſtance (to ſay no 
worſe) poſitively deny, in ſuch Words as true Loy- 
aliſts abhor the Thonghts of. Secondly, becauſe we 
have all taken the Oaths, and like true, innocent, 
ancient Church-Folks, reſolve to keep em too, with- 
out Equi vocation, or Mental Reſervatian, of Breaking 
thoſe ſacred and ſolemn Ties, under any pretence 
whatſoever; and therefore give his Lordſhip Thanks, 
for not charging us with the Faults, which, in Ju- 
ſtice, he cannot find or prove. Nor are we con- 
cern'd in what he ſays about the late Revolution, ſince 
we allow there was a Neceſſity for it, and are equally 
Enemies to all that deſignediy blacken it, as at 


. 
that talk fo loudly for it, and yet by advancing wn- 
limited Reſiſtance, and decrying Paſſive Obedience, 
ſeem too induſtrious to procure another Revolution: 
From which, and the frightful Conſequences that 
muſt neceſſarily attend it, Libera nos, Domine. F 

The good Bifhop charitably hopes, that Dr. Sa- 
cheverell did not intend to carry Matters ſo far. 1 
preſume, his Lordſhip means, not ſo far as to ſug- 
geſt, that the Revolution was Rebellion ; for his 
Lordſhip had great reaſon, if he believes the Doctor, 
to be of the contrary Opinion, ſince he ſays in An- 
ſwer to the Firſt Article of Impeachment, (and every 
Man muſt be allowed to be the beſt Interpreter of 
his own Meaning) that he is fo far from reflecting on 
his late Majeſty, or the happy Revolution, that he endea- 
vours, in that Sermon, to clear the Revolution and his 
Late Majeſty, from the black and odious Colours, which 
their greateſt Enemies had endeavour'd to caſt upon both. 
Nor, with Submiſſion, can the Doctor be ſuppoſed, 

under his Head of Falſe Brotherhood, with relation 
to the State, to give too great a Handle for ill 
Men to improve what he has ſaid, to their own 
Purpoſes; ſince he utterly denies, that he ſuggeſts 

any ſuch things concerning Men of Characters and 
Stations in Church or State; for, where he ſpeaks 
of ſuch as undermine the Church and State, &c. 
there, he ſays, Men of Charafters and Stations are 
not mention'd by him; and where he mentions Men 
of Characters and Stations, twelve Pages after- 
wards; there he ſpeaks nothing of weakening or 
undermining, or putting it in the Power of our 
profeſs'd Enemies, to overturn and deſtroy the Con- 
ſtitution and Eſtabliſhment : And therefore hopes, 
he ſhall not be anſwerable for a ſuppoſed Reflexion, 
which depends upon the Conjunction of Paſſages ſo widely 
diſtant from, and. ſo little relating to, each Mer. 
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ed him againſt the Charge in this Article, by 
producing a great many Quotations out of the Ho- 
mulies, Statutes, and Writings of Divines, dead and 
living ; wherein this Doctrine has been laid down 
generally : And one would think, that this Defence 
was unexceptionable, ſince the Doctor's Counſel 
allowed, that Caſes of extreme Neceſſity were al- 
ways excepted out of this general Doctrine; and 
that: tho? the Exception was not Expreſſed, yet it 
was always Implyed; and allowed farther, that the 


5 His Lordſhip ſays, the Counſel. for the Doctor 
detend 


Caſe of the Revolution was a Caſe of ſuch Neceſli- 


ty. And, then, might not the Doctor's Counſel 
reaſonably infer from theſe Premiſſes, that ſince the 
Divines whom they had quoted, were never found 
fault with for aſſerting the Doctrine in general 
Terms, not expreſling, but tacitly implying the 
Exception; why ſhould not Dr. Sacheverell be en- 
titled to the favourable Conſtruction. of tacitiy Im- 
plying the Exception of Caſes of Neceſſity ? Such a 

eceſſity as they allowed juſtified the Revolution, I 
can ſee no reaſon in World for, unleſs that muſt be 
allowed for one, that ſome Men reported, that they 


did not try the Man, but the Doctrine; not the Pr zeſt 8 


but the Principle, That our Biſhop cannot diſcern 
the Doctor has mention'd the Revolution with any 
other View, than to expoſe it, I am ſorry for; 
ſince his Lordſhip is pleas'd to fay in the ſame Pa- 
ragraph, (and the Doctor acknowledges it) that 
the Revolution was lawful, and that Reſiſtance muſt 
be /appos'd in the ObjeQion, to make Senſe of it. 
The Biſhop would extremely oblige us, in quoting 
thoſe Words, wherein the Doctor has expoſed the 


Revolution, fince he ſays, that in that very Sermon, 


he has cleared the Revolution from the black and 


odious Colours, which its Enemies had thrown upon 


it. This had been a Confutation indeed ; and the 


Want 
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Want of fuch a Quotation makes the Biſhop's Infetence;, 
in the Opinion of ſome, look very oddly ; for the'grea- 
ter the Charge, the clearer and plainer ought the Proof 
to be, to make good the Charge, © l OOO: 

Again, his Lordſhip ſays, the Doctor has advanced a 
ſtrange Poſition, and proved it by as ſtrange a Medium, 
viz. That there was no Reſiſtance at the Revolution; whereas 
the Refiſtance which the Doctor repreſents the late Kin 
to have diſclaimed, was only, as he affirms, ſuch a Refs 
ſtance as tended to the Cnguet of this Realm, as plainly 

appears from that part of his late Majeſty's Declaration, 
which is referred to, and verbatim ſet forth at the bot 
tom of the ſame Page, in which he mentions his late 
Majeſty's diſclaiming any ſuch Imputation, in theſe 
Words: We have thought fit to go over into England, and 
70 carry with us a Force, fuffcient, by the Bling of God, 10 
defend ourſelves from the Violence of Evil Counſellors. -=--= We 
think fit to declare, that this our Expedition is intended for 
no other Deſign, but to have a Free and Lamful Parliament 
aſſembled. His Lordſhip cannot be unſenſible, that-forne 
Men took a great deal of Pains to ſet-up the late King as 
a Cngueror, for which their Books were Bunt; and whiy 
might not the Doctor be allowed to mean, that thofe 
Men, amongſt others that he names, - were the Perſons 
that caſt black and odious Colours upon the Revolution? 
That his Lordſhip was willing to come into as eaſy Sen- 
tence upon him, as might be conſiſtent with the Honour 
and Juſtice of their Lordſhips Proceedings, ſhews him 4 
good- natur d and merciful Gentleman; and fo were all 
the reſt of the Noble Lords that paſſed the Sentence: 
And in this, I am very confident, that I have ſpoke the 
Senſe of all Mankind ; except thoſe that carry their Do- 
Arines of Refiſtance beyond the juſt Meaſures of Duty, 
Decency, and Safety, and by that Means, pick Holes for 
the Subject to creep out of his Allegiance. | 
I had now Thoughts of returning an Anſwer to the 
Speeches made by the Right Reverend the Lords Biſhops 
of Lincols and Norwich, at the Opening of the Second 
Article of the Impeachment againſt Dr. Sacheverell ; but, 
upon a ſerious View of them, finding little or nothing 
faid by the Biſhop of Lincoln, but what had been already 


ſaid 
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FE no ;| unteſs;: at the fame time, bis 5 e had pro- 
ved, that the late Moſt Reverend Dr. Sancroſt, then 8 
5 ; Lern d in that Affair with him, were alſo Aſſerters and 6 ; 


Dr. Sacheverell's Sermion, preach d on the Fifth of No- 
vember, Iyog, was a deſi ian d, Bold, Confident, and. Falſe 


_ Twenty Years before; neither of which being done, 
nor. that Affair any Part of the Jyipeachment, I laid thoſe 


8. intended 2 of a Comprehenſio dun, mich e, 


"Archbiſhop of Canterbary,- and tlioſe other Divines con- 


rs; of the Lanfulneſs of Repfti - the eme 
Pair c-- Which is the Matter in — ſy-: 9 that 


Reflexion, upon what was tranſacted by the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury; and other good Men, above Iwo and 


—— aſide: And 0 I have done the Bill ok Wor- 
cing ittle elſe, 
ED * ; 


. | it intl This is, i Roche hos Ye the 
be ſtanding Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and has. been con- 
6 firm d by the Practice of the beſt „ee in 1 | 
& Ages of the Church. Blot Born 3 

. And what has Dr. Suheverel fad n more 2, 
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